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ny city whose center is made
up of a vast, flamboyant casino
flanked by grand, fortresslike
hotels is bound to intrigue. A
Mediterranean harbor bobbing with ex-
travagant yachts and a princely palace on
the skyline give you a few more clues to
your whereabouts. Then, as the roulette
wheels begin to hum, you realize this can
only be one place: Monte Carlo.
Overlooking these amiable splendors
is the penthouse that Nick and Christian
Candy, the brothers behind the Candy &
Candy interior design and property de-
velopment business, have chosen as their
main residence. On the top two floors of
La Belle Epoque, a building that dates
back to Monte Carlo’s heyday, this vast
apartment is remarkable, first of all, for its
extraordinary “king of the castle” position.
Wherever you stand on its many balco-
nies and terraces, there are plunging views
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Design moguls Christian and Nick Candy share a
17,500-square-foot penthouse in La Belle Epoque
(above), which overlooks the port of Monte Car-
lo. RicuT: Martin Kemp, head designer at Candy
& Candy, produced an opulent yet inviting library
in a onee-cavernous space.

CANDY&CANDY

LONDON



Architectural Digest November 2009

DESIGNING BROTHERS REVIVE MONTE CARLO’S GOLDEN AGE
Interior Design by Candy & Candy/Text by Michael Peppiatt/Photography by Andrew Twort
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“Once we'd seen the space and the location,
we realized it had the makings of the best apartment
in the world,” says Nick Candy.
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onto the sparkling sea or the mountainous
Riviera behind. From this vantage point,
no sleek cruiser or private plane can sneak
into Monte Carlo unseen.

Moving back from the sun-filled ter-
races into the interior, you are also aware
of how discreet and soothing the overall
atmosphere of the penthouse is. The cool
marble floors and muted color schemes
are particularly welcome after the blaze
of Mediterranean light. Noteworthy is
the way the large lateral spaces have been
designed to provide each of the brothers
with ample private accommodation as well
as shared areas—especially the spectacular,
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double-height library and the various din-
ing rooms—where they can entertain their
friends and family and business colleagues
or other grandees.

“I've always loved this part of the
world—it’s got everything you could
want,” Nick Candy says, looking remark-
ably settled in his library armchair, al-
though he is merely stopping in between
grueling flights. “Chris and I were already
living quite contentedly in Monte Carlo
when this penthouse came up for sale, but
once we'd seen the space and the location,
we realized it had the makings of the best
apartment in the world.”
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“I can’t pretend that this was one of our
easiest projects, because it was such an am-
bitious one,” says Martin Kemp, Candy &
Candy’s head designer. “But that was what
drove us on, because we wanted to actually
exceed expectation. We had the advantage
of having designed several interiors for
Nick and Christian before, so we knew
their individual tastes well—and, in any
case, they worked with us throughout, go-
ing along with some design proposals or
coming up with others. The sheer scale
of the Belle Epoque proved to be a chal-
lenge. I mean, I personally chose the vast
numbers of antiquarian and modern books

Apove: A commanding prospect over the bay, a front balcony provides respite from
the Mediterranean sun. The Candy brothers’ art collection, displayed throughout the
penthouse, spills to outdoor spaces, with Lorenzo Quinn’s sculpture Reflections set
against a mirror. OpposiTE: Off the reception area of one of the master suites, a work
space is tucked into an alcove with an inspirational view,
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In the terrace master suite, Baroque elements
meet feminine touches, such as a vintage chan-
delier. Kemp concedes that La Belle Epoque
represents an era of “pure decadence,” but he
and the Candys were committed to infusing the
apartment with sophistication.
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for the library—and that was no chore,
because ¥ love books. But when it came
to something like installing the 12-foot
trees on the terraces, we had a logistical
nightmare: An entire lane of the road had
to be closed off as they were craned all
the way up!”

“We moved in about a year ago,” says
Nick Candy, “and now we spend as much
time here as we possibly can. It’s a place
where we can work and have meetings in
unique surroundings. But it’s also a refuge
where we can come simply to relax.”
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Work seems blessedly confined to the
vast oval office where the brothers sit op-
posite each other at streamlined desks that
incorporate the latest in communications
technology. This is clearly the hub of an
empire, and it exudes the restrained power
of central command. For meetings, there
are multiple amenites, from drinks over-
looking the sea to a casual lunch beside
the formidably equipped kitchen to an
elaborate black-tie dinner. One of the ad-
vantages of the library—the Belle Epoque
penthouse’s natural center and main
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showpiece—is that it can host any kind
of gathering. And when the time comes
tor out-and-out relaxation, the possibilities
are equally varied, from sunbathing on the
terraces to playing snooker in the games
room, taking a steam bath in the spa or
watching movies in the comfortable media
suite, where, at the push of a button, the
armchairs extend into beds.

If the two brothers tend to act as one
in their business decisions, they neverthe-
less show distinctions in the décor of their
private quarters. While Christian prefers
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a more sharp-edged, masculine feel, Nick
cheerfully admits to allowing a softer side
of his gersonality to emerge in the subtle
mix of colors and fabrics. He brims with
new ideas for taking La Belle Epoque ever
closer to his ultimate dream house and is
planning to develop a terrace large enough
to land a helicopter into a multifunction-
al space. Once this happens, the Candy
brothers will never need to leave their
choice haven again—unless, of course, it’s
for a quick jaunt out to sea on one of their
own sleekly designed boats. O
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Toe: Art Déco styling influenced the port mas-
ter suite, where Helmut Newton photographs
hang on cashmere-paneled walls. Asove: Kemp
conceived it as a true gentleman’s quarters, with
an adjoining dressing area. A window frames the
sculpture by Richard Hudson.
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“I can’t pretend that this was one of our
easiest projects, because it was such an ambitious
one,” says designer Martin Kemp.
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To adorn a stark space on the well-used lower terrace, the team installed

vegetation that Kemp ealls a “living wall.” The Candys, who entertain lay-
ishly, gave dramatic placement to sculptures and plantings. “This was the
perfect apportunity for them to push boundaries and fulfill their vision to
create the most spectacular one-off penthouse,” says Kemp.
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